Living with stillborn babies as family members: Japanese women who experienced intrauterine fetal death after 28 weeks gestation.
My purpose in this qualitative research was to describe the meaning of fetal death in the lives of Japanese women in a local community by interviewing women who experienced intrauterine fetal death (IUFD) after 28 weeks of gestation in chronological order from the time they were told of the fetal death to the present day. The study included 17 women who had experienced fetal death and who raised the dead child through "the development process of becoming a parent" and "the grieving process after the loss of a child," comprising a year-long grieving process.